THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
destruction. That may be wise if we hope to establish
a new law or rule. But the only law or rule which
can emerge from the overthrow of the Spanish
Government will, in view of the warm support given
by large parties in Britain to the Franco rebellion, be
this: That a Fascist Government is justified, or at least
can count upon British acquiescence or 'neutrality',
in the case of armed intervention on behalf of any
party of rebellion anywhere adopting anti-democratic
and anti-Liberal principles. This may not have been
the intention of British policy, but its result this
last few years has been to create the impression that
Britannia will indeed 'waive the rules', if in so doing
a Fascist dictator is favoured and a 'Left* government
embarrassed.
It may well be true that the government has tried
to be impartial and carry out the terms of enon-inter-
vention'j but what is undeniable-is indeed quite
overt and avowed-is that great sections of the Con-
servative Party (as distinct from the National Govern-
ment) make no faintest pretension to being impartial:
they desire to see the triumph of Franco, though from
the simple point of view of British imperial interests
that triumph is the very last thing they should desire.
Mr* Lloyd George (March 26, 1937), put the case
in the House of Commons thus:
'Franco was becoming more and more dependent on
what we called the foreign invader. If it was true, as
was reported in the papers - and that was the only
information they could get on which to base a question
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